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1. Name of Property 
Historic name: __Arnoldus House                     _ 
Other names/site number: ______________________________________ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 
      ______________________________________N/A_____________________ 
      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  
Street & number: ____110 S. 300 West_________________________________________ 
City or town: ___Moroni_________ State: ___Utah_________ County: ___Sanpete_____  
Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification   
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this    X  nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property _X  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  
level(s) of significance:      
 ___national                  ___statewide           _X__local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  
___A             ___B           _X_C           ___D         
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Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
4. National Park Service Certification  

 I hereby certify that this property is:  
       entered in the National Register  
       determined eligible for the National Register  
       determined not eligible for the National Register  
       removed from the National Register  
       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 
                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 
 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

 
Private:  

 
 Public – Local 

 
 Public – State  

 
 Public – Federal  
 
 Category of Property 
 (Check only one box.) 

 
 Building(s) 

 
 District  

 
 Site 

 
 Structure  

 
 Object  

 
 

 
 
 
 

X

 
 

 

 
  

 
  

 
  

X
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 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
______1_______   _______1______  buildings 

 
_____________   _____________  sites 
 
_____________   _____________  structures  
 
_____________   _____________  objects 
 
______1______   _______1_______  Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register ____0_____ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _DOMESTIC: Single Family___ 
 _DOMESTIC: Hotel/Boarding  
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _DOMESTIC: Single Family_ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 



 

 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  
 

 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 __LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate__ 
 __(Picturesque: Italianate)________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property: _BRICK (walls), STONE (foundation), WOOD (porches and 

rear addition), OTHER: composition shingle (roof)___________________ 
 
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe contributing and 
noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general 
characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of construction, setting, size, and 
significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
The c.1892 Arnoldus House is a two-story, brick Italianate style house located on the northeast corner of a 
platted block in the western section of Moroni, Sanpete County, Utah. The house's setting is typical of other 
residential lots in the community in terms of its setback from the street. The 0.37 acre lot has mature residential 
landscaping that is well maintained and is accented by picket fences along the east (front) and north elevations. 
The building appears very much as it did historically, though various modifications in the 1970s (dropped 
ceilings, floor plan modifications, sheetrock overlays over plastered interior walls, window replacement, etc.) 
have been reversed by the current owners who purchased it in 1996. It is the only Italianate style house in the 
community, according to the Utah State Historic Preservation Office’s data from a city-wide reconnaissance 
level survey in the 1990s. Key features of the style include its two-story height, front-facing 3-part bay window, 
hip roof, paired brackets on the eaves/cornice, and the vertical nature of its segmentally arched windows.  
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 
Exterior 
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The c.1892 Arnoldus House is a two-story brick Italianate style house set at the northeast corner of the block 
but toward the southern edge of the property. It has a hip roof with overhanging eaves, a stone foundation, 
balustraded front porches on the façade, and original-sized window openings on the dominant brick portion of 
the house. The original windows were replaced over the years by previous owners, but they have been replaced 
by the current owners over the past three decades with historically appropriate double-hung Marvin windows 
(metal-clad on the outside, wood on the inside).  
 
The original two-story brick section is a cross-wing form, which was a common option for Italianate houses in 
Utah.1 The bricks are laid in a running bond pattern, differing from the common bond pattern (header courses 
every six or so courses) that was more common on brick houses of earlier decades in Utah and elsewhere. The 
brick was painted by at least the 1970s, as shown in the county assessor photo of that period (Figure 5), and was 
repainted in recent years to provide a consistent appearance, given that various repairs and patching had been 
done over the years. The stone foundation has been mostly covered over the years with mortar or concrete and 
painted. It was probably uncoursed stone masonry originally, which did not lend itself to the meticulous 
repointing of the random mortar joints that earlier owners were probably not prepared to tackle. A rear frame 
kitchen/laundry addition (early 2000s) closely resembles the footprint, height, and materials of the one that is 
visible on a c.1892 historic photo (Figure 1) and the 1924-c.1946 Sanborn Fire Insurance Company map 
(Figures 3 and 4). 
 
The primary (east) elevation features most of the Italianate architectural features. These include the hip roof 
with extended eaves, a three-part bay window at the first-story level in the projecting eastern wing, paired scroll 
brackets on the eaves/cornice, and narrow, vertically-oriented double-hung windows with compound segmental 
brick-arched window heads. The first-story front porch and balcony/open porch above have been 
restored/reconstructed following details derived from the c.1892 photo (Figure 1), while also conforming to 
building code heights for the railings and current framing requirements. There are two doors on the front porch, 
the primary one straight ahead that provided entrance into the house, but there is also a secondary door to the 
left, now blocked off (though a door is still visible from the porch), that would have provided direct access into 
what was probably the parlor. This is a common feature on many cross-wing houses, allowing a more formal 
entrance for guests into the “best room,” though over time they tended to have been little used or were blocked 
off, such as this one has been.2 
 
The north elevation consists of a two-story, vertically oriented brick section on the east and a one-story frame 
addition on the west half. Windows in the brick section (symmetrically aligned-- two above and two below) are 
narrow, paired double-hung windows separated by decorative wood mullions. The roof pitch and overhanging 
bracketed eaves match those on the east elevation and the rest of the brick elevations of the house. The one-

 
1 Thomas Carter and Peter Goss, Utah’s Historic Architecture, pp.105-106. 
2 This observation is by the principal author of this National Register nomination, who owned a cross-wing house for a number of 
years and documented many others, including interviews with long-time owner-family members who confirmed the minimal use of 
exterior parlor doors such as this. Maybe that was too formal for rural living. 
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story frame kitchen/laundry-room addition is very similar to the one that is visible in the c.1892 photo and the 
Sanborn map, as previously noted. It does project a six feet more to the north than what the historical 
documents indicate, though given its small scale and location toward the rear of the house it does not affect the 
overall historic integrity of the house.  
 
The west elevation, the rear of the house, consists of the aforementioned one-story frame kitchen/laundry-room 
addition and substantial portions of the original brick house. The addition is tucked into the “elbow” space 
created by the T-shaped cross-wing space of the original two-story brick house. The small size and design of the 
frame addition allows the second-story section of the northern brick wing to remain visible, including an intact 
west-facing window opening.  
 
The full two-story brick section on the south (the “T” wing that projects to the west) is still entirely visible. A 
later doorway was cut into that brick wall to provide access into the rear of the house, including access to the 
stairway to the upper floor. That doorway was probably added quite early on, given that it has a wooden lintel. 
The irregular brick sides of that doorway are further evidence that it was probably an early modification, 
inserted before power masonry saws were available to make perfectly straight cuts. That doorway opens onto a 
wooden deck that was added c.2000. The deck is set back a couple feet north from the southwest corner of the 
brick wing, making it less visible from the east/southeast. The deck has a stairway that provides access to the 
large landscaped yard behind the house, which, given the sloping terrain of the lot, drops away to the west, 
leaving the full scale of the rear of the house fully visible.   
 
The south elevation consists entirely of the original brick wall with upper and lower windows aligned evenly. 
One anomaly is that what was probably a fourth original first-story window near the southwest corner was 
apparently converted into a doorway at some point. It is speculated that this would have provided an internal 
stairway to the upper story (perhaps to accommodate boarders or tenants so they would not have to enter the 
main floor family living space??). That doorway was enclosed with brick many years ago, given the appearance 
of its workmanship. 
 
Interior 
 
The interior floorplans of both the main and upper floors are largely intact, though there are a number of 
changes that have been made over the years by various owners. On the first floor, there is the dining room on 
the right and the living room on the left, which is accessed by French doors. A guest room/bedroom is west of 
the living room. The kitchen/laundry area is located in the aforementioned one-story frame addition at the rear. 
Kitchens were typically located in rear sections or additions to the house. A functional stairway to the upper 
floor runs from west to east from the back of the house. This seems to be a later modification, given that houses 
of this type (two-story Italianate cross-wings) would most likely have had a more formal stairway ascending 
from the front entry (east to west) to the upper floor. But flooring patterns (upper and lower) and other structural 
components discovered during rehabilitation work over the past few decades do not reveal any definitive clues 
about the expected formal stairway off the front entrance. 
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The second story includes three bedrooms, including the master bedroom in the north wing with access to the 
balcony on the front of the house. A new bathroom at the rear of the second floor was added in recent decades.  
 
The unfinished attic area had been sealed up long ago, but it was determined c.2000 to be large enough to 
accommodate functional space—initially as the owner’s art studio but now serving as a craft room. A small 
enclosed stairway was added to provide access to the attic from the second floor. There is also a utilitarian cellar 
that is accessed from the first floor. 
 
 
Setting 
 
The house is located at the northeast corner of its 0.37-acre lot, which is on the western edge of the city’s 
original plat. The ground starts to drop away to the west about a block east of the house and drops even further 
to the valley floor to just west of the house. It is set back approximately 20 feet from the street in front of the 
house (300 West). A picket fence encloses the property on the east (front) and north (side) elevations. A white 
vinyl fence on the south property line is on the neighbor’s property, which includes a house. The east, north, 
and south yards are landscaped with typical residential features (trees, grass, shrubs, etc.). A large grass area 
behind the house to the west has a variety of trees and shrubs but is mostly open green-space. There is a small 
non-contributing frame building (early 20th-century granary/garage?) toward the west property line which, 
according to the current owner, was moved onto the property by a previous owner in the about the 1970s. The 
current owners repainted the previously painted brick walls and reconstructed the front porches using historic 
photos as a guide. The house and property are well maintained and convey a strong sense of the 
house/property’s original appearance. 
 
Alterations 
 
A number of alterations were made to the house, apparently in the 1970s. These include the  replacement of two 
original vertical windows on the front elevation with a horizontal picture window, removal of the railings and 
other components of the front porches, painting of the exterior brick, and numerous interior modifications, such 
as lowered ceilings, sheetrock overlays on most walls, removal/alteration of original finishes, and a newer 
kitchen and bathroom features. These alterations have been reversed by the current owners by restoration or 
replacement with more period-appropriate treatments. Lowered ceilings were raised to their original heights in 
the primary first-floor spaces (dining room and living room) and the master bedroom in the north wing of the 
second floor. A small frame kitchen addition at the rear (northwest corner) was added by the current owners in 
recent years, which is similar in scale and materials to those shown on the Sanborn map from 1927-c.1946 
(Figure 3) and the c.1892 historic photo (Figure 1). The current owners also added a deck at the rear of the 
house around 2000. 
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Historic Integrity 
 
The building retains a high degree of historic integrity on both the interior and exterior. More specifically, the 
following addresses the seven elements used to evaluate historic integrity: 

• Location: The building is in its original location. 
• Setting: The residential neighborhood in which the building is located is very much the same as it was at 

the time of construction, with the exception that the block kitty-corner to the northeast that formerly 
included commercial, residential, and church-related buildings (see Sanborn Map, Figure 3). It is now 
primarily occupied by public buildings and a park. The mid-1880s railroad station located historically 
immediately west of the Arnoldus House property is now occupied by city shops.  

• Design: The exterior and interior are largely unchanged from the historic period, though there were 
changes made primarily in the 1970s that have been reversed through sensitive  rehabilitation work over 
the past three decades. These include replacing a 1960s-1970s horizontal picture window on the east 
(primary elevation) with two vertical double-hung windows that match the originals and reconstruction 
of the front porches (as determined from historic photographs). Interior modifications, such as lowered 
ceilings, “modern” finishes, and floor plan alterations, have also been returned to their original/period-
appropriate appearance 

• Materials: The original brick exterior walls are still intact. They were painted at some point in the late 
20th century and have been repainted in the years since. Original frame additions at the rear (some of 
which were removed as early as the 1940s [see Sanborn map and historic photos]), have been replaced 
with new frame additions that are similar in scale and appearance to the originals. The current 
composition-shingle roof replicates the look of the original wood-shingled roof. 

• Workmanship: The original masonry is largely intact and other exterior and interior finishes are either 
refurbished original features or closely matched replicas.   

• Feeling: The building and site still retain the characteristics of its original late-19th century residential 
appearance.  

• Association: The site and the house itself are largely intact, so its association with the architectural 
appearance and setting from the historic period is very strong. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
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8. Statement of Significance 

 
 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 

of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 
 
C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.  
 
 

 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 

 
  

 
  

 

 
  

 
  

 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

X
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
_ARCHITECTURE __  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 

Period of Significance 
__c.1892           ______ 
___________________ 
___________________ 

 
 Significant Dates  
 __c.1892     _________  
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 ___________________  
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 Architect/Builder 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Arnoldus House  Sanpete County, Utah 

Name of Property           County and State 
 

 
Sections 9-11 page 11 

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of 
significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria 
considerations.)  
 
The Arnoldus House is locally significant under Criterion C in the area of Architecture. Constructed c.1892, the 
house is the only example of the Italianate architectural style in the community of Moroni and one of only a 
handful in rural Sanpete County in central Utah.3 The Italianate style was relatively rare in Utah, and especially 
in smaller rural towns such as Moroni.4 Other Picturesque and Late Victorian styles, such as Gothic, Victorian 
Gothic, Victorian Eclectic, and Queen Anne, were much more common throughout Utah and even in Moroni. 
They represent the “high style” architectural tastes of primarily wealthier residents, who were often involved in 
the lucrative livestock industry in rural, agricultural-based areas of the state. In Sanpete County the sheep 
industry was especially prominent. The Arnoldus House features many of the signature features of the Italianate 
style: two stories in height, low-pitched hip roof, three-part bay window on the façade, paired brackets along the 
eaves/cornice, brick arches over window and door openings, and a vertical emphasis to the windows. Though 
the house underwent a number of changes on the interior and exterior, especially in the 1960s-1970s period, the 
current owners have reversed most of those alterations over the past three decades, returning the house to its 
original appearance as depicted in two photos from the 1890s. Because the significance is for the architecture of 
the original house, the period of significance is c.1892, approximately when it was constructed. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)   
  
Criterion C Significance: Architecture 
 
The Arnoldus House is architecturally significant as a rare extant example of an Italianate-style residence in 
Moroni and even in the broader Sanpete County. When the Mormon settlers arrived in the Great Basin 
geographical region and began populating what would eventually become the State of Utah, food and shelter 
were the primary areas of expediency. Early houses were quickly built from log, stone and primarily unfired 
adobe brick. Through the diffusion pattern of folk cultural ideas described by geographer Fred Kniffen, building 
designs were brought to the region by settlers from various areas of the eastern United States, the British Isles 
and Scandinavia. However, the theocratic influence of the Mormon culture pervaded every aspect of life, 
including the design of architecture. Classicism reigned in the first decades of settlement—the symmetry of 
classical architecture seemed to be a guiding metaphor for the structure of the community. The primary 
variations of classical expression were the Greek Revival and Federal styles, but mostly in more simple 
vernacular variations.  
 

 
3 Utah State Historic Preservation Office, Historic Utah Buildings (HUB) online database, queried in 2024. 
4 Thomas Carter and Peter Goss, Utah’s Historic Architecture: A Guide 1847-1940, pp.105-106. 
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It was not until the railroad came to Utah in the late 1860s that outside influences such as popular pattern books 
by Andrew Jackson Downing, William Ranlett and Gervase Wheeler began to make inroads in local design. 
Slowly, the Picturesque influence began to break through the rigid austerity of classicism. The more organic 
irregularity of the Gothic Revival and Italianate styles marginally made their way into architectural design in 
Utah, with their focus more on spontaneity and emotion over reason and control. The early examples were 
mostly just applied architectural details on classical house types, but soon fully realized versions were being 
constructed.5  
 
Although the Gothic Revival style became somewhat common, the Italianate style never became popular in 
Utah in general, but especially in rural parts of the state such as Sanpete County. Earlier examples were in Salt 
Lake City (1870+) and other urban areas, but it was not adopted to any great extent in rural communities until 
after the 1880s.6 In Sanpete County in central Utah there are only a handful of examples. A 2024 search of the 
Utah SHPO’s online database (which includes scans of all the building documents with physical files) revealed 
only five examples of the Italianate style in the county, including the Arnoldus House, which was noted in a 
2022 National Register nomination as “probably the oldest extant Italianate-style building outside Manti.” The 
Manti reference refers to the old Manti City Hall (1873-1882, NRIS #85001397), which is the premier example 
of the style in the county, but it is a governmental/institutional building, not a residence. 
 
But given that the 2024 SHPO historic building data was based primarily on surveys conducted in the 1990s, 
two of those five buildings have since been extensively modified (35 E 100 North in Ephraim and 10 E 100 
South in Gunnison), so they no longer exhibit features of the Italianate style. A few other modest examples of 
the style have been identified by more current research for this National Register nomination. One is the 
National Register-listed (NRIS #14000383) Madsen House at 60 N 100 West in Ephraim. But even this 1900 
two-story brick house is noted as having “modest Italianate details” but with stronger Victorian Eclectic visual 
elements. The same goes for the two-story 1897 brick house at 290 S State Street in Mount Pleasant.7 And there 
are a few one-story examples of hip-roofed houses sprinkled in other Sanpete communities, such as Moroni and 
Fountain Green, but they lack most of the character-defining features of the Italianate style. 
 
Architect/Builder 
 
It is unknown who designed or built the Arnoldus House. Most houses in rural Sanpete County were not 
designed by architects—or at least not according to the available records. Research was conducted on the 
references to the reported architect/builder of the old Manti City Hall and of the builder of the Olsen House & 
Mortuary in Ephraim. Both were noted as National Register-listed buildings that exhibited Italianate-style 
features. The Manti City Hall was reportedly designed and built by a local Manti resident, Amasa E. Merriam, 
Sr., who was not an architect, and maybe not even a builder, but no connection could be found between him and 
the Arnoldus House.  

 
5 Ibid., pg. 102. 
6 Ibid., pp. 105-106 
7 Olsen House and Mortuary National Register nomination, Section 8 page 2 and recent on-site evaluations by the authors. 
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The same is true for a supposed builder of the Arnoldus House, Hy or Hiram Brimhall. He was identified as the 
builder of the “hybrid…Italianate and Victorian-era” Olsen House and Mortuary in Ephraim, Sanpete County 
(National Register listing in 2022 #100007779). Brimhall was a musician and music teacher but went on to do 
contracting work in southern Idaho in the 1910s and 1920s.8 No reference to the Arnoldus house could be found 
in his records, so the architect and builder of the Arnoldus House remains unknown for now. 
 
Given the number of “high style” late 19th- and early 20th-century houses that were built in communities 
throughout Sanpete County (and throughout rural Utah, for that matter), it appears that potential homeowners 
and local builders had access to “pattern books” of the period. These guides or catalogs of house plans were 
marketed to mostly the middle class who either could not afford or were unwilling to pay for custom 
architectural drawings and services.  
 
Pattern books featured popular architectural styles that were common throughout the U.S. at the time. It is 
impossible to determine how extensively they were used because historical records of their actual use for 
specific houses are rare. Noted architectural historian Gwendolyn Wright addressed the topic of pattern book 
houses on a national scale as part of her seminal 1981 book, Building the Dream: A Social History of Housing 
in America.9 In Utah, architectural historians have simply assumed that many houses of the late 19th- and early 
20th-century period, especially higher style designs, tapped into this new resource.10 Sometimes local architects 
would create portfolios of various designs and floor plans that served as a type of pattern book. One example is 
in Salt Lake City where noted architect Frederick A. Hale produced drawings of various house styles/types, 
including large two-story houses and one-story “cottages” or bungalows.11 
 
 
Additional Historical Context 
 
Ownership and History 
 
The lack of details about the construction of the Arnoldus House, including the year it was built, make it 
difficult to pin down some of the specifics one might expect to find for a house of this stature located in a 

 
8 No evidence of Brimhall’s involvement with the Arnoldus House could be found in newspapers or other sources, such as the online 
genealogical sources Family Search and Ancestry. 
9 Gwendolyn Wright, Building the Dream, pp.80-85. 
10 Numerous National Register nominations of houses in Utah have referenced pattern books over the years as the generic source of 
the designs. A recent example (2022) is the Olsen House/Mortuary nomination, which is located at 315 S. 200 East in Ephraim. It 
describes the house as an example of “pattern book domestic architecture” (Section 8 Page 1), and it references two other pattern book 
designs of note in the county: the Madsen House (60 N. 100 West, Ephraim) and the house at 290 S. State in Mt. Pleasant (Section 8 
Page 2). 
11 Karl T. Haglund and Philip F. Notarianni, The Avenues of Salt Lake City, p.32. See also pp.25-26 for additional information on 
pattern book houses. 
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prominent part of town. Here are some of the findings from documents related to the property and some of the 
owners. 
 

• The 2009 History of Moroni includes an un-footnoted half-page section about the house, and it states 
that the house was built in 1884 by Hans Jacob Arnoldus.12 The 1884 date is what the Sanpete County 
Assessor records show, but research over the years has demonstrated that assessor dates on the tax cards 
were probably just estimates from the early 1900s and not based on any research into deed records or 
other written sources.13  
 

• It seems improbable that Hans had the house built because, according to the county property title 
records, the Arnoldus family did not purchase the property until 1892, by which time Hans had died 
(1889). After his widow, Enger Sophia F. Arnoldus, bought the property from Lauritz F. Nielsen in 
March of 1892 for $500, she immediately got a mortgage in April for $500, though that would not have 
been sufficient to cover the cost of constructing a house of this stature. This debt was paid off in 1897, 
probably about the time the family sold the house.14 Between about 1870, when the first formal county 
property records started to be kept, until 1892, there were six different owners of this property, and the 
sales/purchase amounts were all typically around $200—not enough to account for a substantial brick 
house such as this to be on the property.  

 
• Hans Jacob Arnoldus (1810-1889) by all accounts (family writings, legal documents, probate records, 

etc.) was apparently a wealthy man. Even in his native Denmark he reportedly accumulated enough 
wealth to help pay for fellow passengers’ expenses for sailing to the United States in 1868 and crossing 
overland to Utah, where they settled in Moroni.15 The 1880 U.S. Census lists his occupation as farmer. 
His probate records (now at the Utah State Archives, but not yet fully processed or indexed) are 
extensive, enumerating his various properties, business investments, debit and credit accounts, and his 
large sheep herds.  

 
• It is possible that Enger, his widow and one of two executors of his estate, sold off some of those assets 

and used the proceeds to have the Arnoldus House built and perhaps use it to generate income for the 
family by running a boarding house/hotel. It is significant to note that all of the five parcels of land listed 
in Hans’ probate records, including a farmstead (“family home,” barn, stable, etc.), were located outside 

 
12 History of Moroni City 1859-2009: Legacy of Cooperation, p.45. 
13 Those estimated dates would get carried forward over the years, in part because the exact date of construction was not a key factor 
in assessing the property. The overall quality and condition of the house would have been much more important factors, along with the 
size of the property. 
14 There are some confusing and missing transactions related to this property in the c.1891-c.1897 period. Among those is the c.1897 
sale of the house and property from the Arnoldus family to Charles C. Livingston that was not recorded with the county. It was only in 
October 1903 that this omission was detected and corrected with a warranty deed from the Arnoldus family to Charles C. and Julia 
Livingston, validating the Livingstons’ ownership when they sold the property to Hyrum and Mary Christensen in October of 1902. 
15 Multiple online Family Search and Ancestry records for Hans Jacob Arnoldus and other family members. 
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the city limits, approximately one-half mile or so to the south (Township 15 South, Range 3 East, 
Section 16), about where some of the Norbest/Pitman Family Farms turkey operations are currently 
located. There is no mention of the lot the Arnoldus House is on (Plat A, Block 4, Lot 4, northeast 
corner, which is in Township 15 South, Range 3 East, Section 9). 
 

• The Arnoldus House was located less than a block east of the train station, so it would have been a very 
visible and convenient overnight stopping place for train travelers. And it was also just a block or two 
from the main commercial district in Moroni. An early 1890s(?) photograph of the house (see Figure #1) 
shows several people (family members?) standing on the front porch and balcony, and there is a sign at 
the northeast corner of the lot advertising it as the “Arnoldus House.” Perhaps it was a grand-opening 
event. But it may not have been a viable venture. It was never listed in the statewide, town-by-town 
business directories/gazetteers of that period, though other commercial establishments in Moroni were.16 
 

• Local newspapers in Sanpete County covered lots of community events (mostly social), but very rarely, 
if ever, noted new houses being constructed or completed. And since Moroni was a small town of only 
about a thousand people there was never a town-specific newspaper. So there was virtually no 
information in local newspapers regarding the Arnoldus House or other buildings from that period. The 
Arnoldus House was, however, listed as one of three “hotels” in a December 1893 newspaper article by 
a Sanpete County correspondent for a Salt Lake City-based newspaper: 

 
Speaking of Moroni, she is forging ahead in the style of nice, modern, artistic residences, all of 
brick…; nor is she behind in good hotels, the Eliason house, the Jolley house, the Arnoldus 
house, etc.; the cuisine is said to be excellent.17 
 

This article also noted that at that time Moroni was the southern terminus of the Sanpete Valley 
Railroad. This probably helped encourage the construction of overnight accommodations such as the 
Arnoldus House, which was just east of the depot. It is unknown how long the house served as a 
hotel/boarding house, perhaps as late as c.1897 when the family divested itself of the property. 

 
• Enger Sophia F. Arnoldus transferred the property to several of her grown children in October of 1893 

for reasons unknown, and by as early as 1896 she was living in a rental house in Salt Lake City, 
according to that city’s directory. This was confirmed by the 1900 U.S. census that showed her living 
with two of her younger children at 619/621 S. 300 West (known at the time as 200 West due to street 
name changes). Salt Lake City directories of the period show her living in various rental houses for more 
than a decade. She was apparently living in reduced economic conditions, as indicated by the 1903 city 

 
16 The Utah Historical Society’s collection of Utah business directories and “gazetteers” from the early 1870s to the 1920s provide 
lists of many, though probably not all, businesses in most Utah communities, including Moroni. Volumes for all years are not 
available in UHS’s collection, but there is pretty good coverage from the 1880s into the early 1890s and beyond. 
17 David Candland, “Chips from Chester,” Deseret Weekly News, December 9, 1893, p.26. The “crossroads” agricultural community 
of Chester is about 4-1/2 miles south of Moroni. 
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directory that listed her occupation as “janitress Grand Theater.” She later moved to northern Wyoming 
where two of her sons had moved previously, passing away there in 1920. She was buried in Salt Lake 
City, not in Moroni next to her husband and his 8-10 foot-tall, spire-like headstone.18 
 

• Local newspaper obituaries at the time were also skimpy in terms of biographical details beyond the 
basics, so more information about the lives, occupations, civic involvement, etc., of deceased residents 
was not typically provided during the late 1800s and early 1900s especially. For example, there was no 
obituary for Hans Jacob Arnoldus, just a brief death notice.19 

 
• Subsequent owners of note include the following: 

o Charles C. and Julia Livingston, c.1897-1902. Charles was listed in the 1900 census along with 
his wife and seven children. His occupation was postmaster. 

o Hyrum and Mary E. Christensen, 1902-1911. 
o Andreas Jensen and wife Maria, 1911-1914. 
o Soren C. Serena Nielson, 1914-1959. 
o Veda N. Freston, 1959-1970. 
o Lawrence L. Cook, 1970-c.early 1980s (bank intervened) 
o Larry L. Anderson, 1984-c.1992 (bank intervened) 
o John E. Farnsworth, 1992-1996 
o Bradley and Julia Aldridge, 1996-present (2026) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
18 Sophia had filed for divorce from Hans in 1889 (or earlier), but in August 1889, just a month before Hans passed away, the court 
ruling on the divorce was inconclusive with one judge siding with the plaintiff and one with the defendant (Utah Enquirer, August 16, 
1889, p.2). But the issue was rendered moot with Hans’ passing on Sept. 7, 1889. Thereafter official records (probate, city directories, 
census, etc.) consistently listed Sophia as his widow. Parenthetically, she was 32 years younger than Hans, and they had eight children 
together. Hans had been married twice before in Denmark and, according to various Family Search records, had as many as 19 
children. 
19 Manti Home Sentinel, October 1, 1889, p.4. 
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indexed.) 

 
Utah Gazetteers and Business Directories. Various publishers, 1871-1928 (various gaps between years). 

Available through the Utah Historical Society Research Center. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Previous documentation on file (NPS):  
 
____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
____ previously listed in the National Register 
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
____ designated a National Historic Landmark  
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
 
Primary location of additional data:  
_X _ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
____ Local government 
____ University 
____ Other 
         Name of repository: _____________________________________ 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ________________ 
 
 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Geographical Data 

 
 Acreage of Property ___0.37____________ 
 
 
Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
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Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
1. Latitude: 39.523387  Longitude: -111.589749 

 
2. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 
3. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 
4. Latitude:   Longitude: 
 
 
Or  
UTM References  
Datum (indicated on USGS map):  
 

           NAD 1927     or        NAD 1983 
 
 

1. Zone:  Easting:    Northing:   
 

2. Zone: Easting:    Northing: 
 

3. Zone: Easting:   Northing: 
 

4. Zone: Easting :   Northing: 
 
 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 
BEG NE COR LOT 4, BLK4, PLAT A, MORONI CITY SURVEY, S 4 ½ RDS, W 13 RDS, N 4 ½ RDS, E  
13 RDS TO BEG. CONT .37 AC. See map for detail. 
 
 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

 
The boundary description is for the parcel that has been associated with the property both historically and 
currently. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
11. Form Prepared By 
 
name/title: _Roger Roper and Jackson Chapman (consultants); Bradley Aldridge (owner)___ 
organization: ___                                                                  ___________  _____________ 
street & number: ___P.O. Box 762____________________________________________ 
city or town:  __Spring City_______________ state: __Utah_______ zip code:__84662 _ 
e-mail___rogervroper@gmail.com_____________________________ 
telephone:___801-505-8136______________________ 
date: September 17, 2026______________ 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Additional Documentation 
 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 
• Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

    
•  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  Key all 

photographs to this map. 
 

• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
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Maps 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map 1 
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Map 2 

N
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Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels (minimum), 
3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map. Each 
photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  
For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and 
doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph. 
 
 
 
 
Photo Log 
 
Name of Property:  Arnoldus House 
 
City or Vicinity: Moroni 
 
County: Sanpete County  State: Utah 
 
Photographer: Roger Roper & Cory Jensen 
 
Date Photographed: May-July 2026 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera: 
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Photographs 

 
Photo 1 of 10. East and north elevations. Camera facing southwest. 

 
 

 
Photo 2 of 10. South and east elevations. Camera facing northwest. 
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Photo 3 of 10. North elevation. Camera facing south. 

 
 

 
Photo 4 of 10. West elevation. Camera facing southeast. 
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Photo 5 of 10. West and south elevations. Camera facing northeast. 

 

 
Photo 6 of 10. Dining room. Camera facing east/southeast. 
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Photo 7 of 10. Kitchen. Camera facing north. 

 
 

 
Photo 8 of 10. Second floor master bedroom. Camera facing north. 
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Photo 9 of 10. Living room. Camera facing east. 

 
 

 
Photo 10 of 10. Non-contributing outbuilding. Camera facing southwest. 
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Photo Key--Interior 
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Photo Key--Exterior 
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Figures 

Figure 1: Photo of Arnoldus House, probably in the early 1890s when it functioned as a hotel/boarding 
house. (Source: FamilySearch/Memories for Hans Jacob Arnoldus; downloaded 11-24-25.) 

Figure 2: Photo of the Arnoldus House in 1898 showing the owners at the time, the Livingstons. (Source: 
FamilySearch/Memories for Charles Campbell Livingston; downloaded 1-12-26.) 
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Figure 3 (above) & Figure 4 (close-up below): Arnoldus House. Sanborn Map, Moroni, Utah, 
Sheet 3, 1924 updated through c.1945 in draft form. 
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Figure 5: c.1970s county assessor photo of the house, which had been painted and altered in a variety of 
ways over the years, including the replacement of two vertical double-hung windows in the front porch 
area with a horizontal picture window. The current owners have reversed virtually all of those alterations. 
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Figure 6: Current 1st floor plan. 
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Figure 7: Current 2nd floor plan. 
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Figure 7: Current 3rd floor plan. 
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Property Owner information: 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
Name ___Bradley and Julia Aldridge______________________________________ 
Address _PO Box 68___________________________________________________ 
City or Town _Moroni_____________________ State _UT__ Zip code_84646_____ 
Telephone/email _435-469-1649   aldridgefineart@gmail.com____________ 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time 
for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this 
burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 
C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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