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1. Name of Property
Historic name: North Ogden Baseball Field and Grandstand
Other names/site number: N/A
Name of related multiple property listing: N/A
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing

2. Location

Street & number: 450 E. 2750 North

City or town:_North Ogden State: Utah County: Weber County
Not For Publication: N/A  Vicinity: N/A

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

I hereby certify that this _X nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property X meets __ does not meet the National Register Criteria. |
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following
level(s) of significance:

___national ___statewide X local
Applicable National Register Criteria:
X _A _ B XC _D
/SHPO
Signature of certifying official/Title: Date

Utah State Historic Preservation Office

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
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In my opinion, the property _ meets ___ does not meet the National Register
criteria.

Signature of commenting official: Date

Title : State or Federal agency/bureau
or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that this property is:

__entered in the National Register

__determined eligible for the National Register
___determined not eligible for the National Register
__removed from the National Register

___other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)
Private:

Public — Local

Public — State

Public — Federal

Sections 1-11 page 2



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10900 OMB Control No. 10240018

North Ogden Baseball Field and Grandstand Weber County, Utah
Name of Property County and State

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Building(s)

District

Site

Structure

Object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
buildings
1 sites
1 ) structures
objects
2 5 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)

RECREATION AND CULTURE: sports facility
RECREATION AND CULTURE: outdoor recreation, fair
LANDSCAPE: city park

SOCIAL.: civic

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)

RECREATION AND CULTURE: sports facility
RECREATION AND CULTURE: outdoor recreation, fair
LANDSCAPE: city park

SOCIAL.: civic
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7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)
OTHER: WPA-era grandstand

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property: CONCRETE footings, WOOD frame structure,
METAL: ALUMINUM seating, ASPHALT roof

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style,
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has
historic integrity.)

Summary Paragraph

The North Ogden Baseball field and Grandstand, in North Ogden Park, is located at 450 East
2750 North Street, North Ogden, Weber County (see maps). The Grandstand was built in 1936-
1937 as a WPA project. It is a wood-frame grandstand with eleven tiers of wood plank bleachers,
with aluminum planking used on the uppermost seating surfaces. The structure faces the baseball
field and is composed of two sections: a larger east-west section and a smaller section angling to
the northeast (see photo 01). The baseball field was first graded for baseball in 1901, and has
been used as a baseball field since then — for over 120 years. The site includes two contributing
resources in the ball field (1901) and grandstand (1937), and five non-contributing resources in
the pavilion (2002), tennis court (approx. 1990s), announcers booth (approx. 1980s), and two
dugouts (approx. 2000s). The grandstand retains good historic integrity and is the only WPA-era

grandstand remaining in Weber County, sited on one of Northern Utah s longest continuously
used ball fields. The neighborhood around the park is primarily residential.

Narrative Description

Site and Associated Buildings/Structures/Objects
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The grandstand and baseball field are located in the northwest corner of North Ogden Park, a
large L-shaped municipal park that extends from 2750 North to 2650 North Streets on the west
side, and from 450 East to 550 East Streets along the north side. The park is located in a mostly
residential area and surrounds a public school complex that occupies the southeast corner of the
block.

The grandstand and baseball field occupy a dedicated 3.63-acre parcel within the larger park. In
addition to the grandstand itself, this parcel contains two wooden dugouts flanking the field, an
announcer’s booth situated between the grandstand and the first-base dugout (photo 02), and two
tennis courts located to the southeast of the diamond (photo 23). An open-sided pavilion stands
south of the third-base dugout and east of the tennis courts (photo 25). Two poured-concrete
retaining walls, located along the northeast and southwest edges of the field, mitigate the grade
change between the playing field and surrounding grounds.

The ballfield site includes more recent site features, such as chain-link perimeter fencing, field
lighting (added between 1998 and 2002), and an electronic scoreboard, which reflect modern
upgrades but do not diminish the historic integrity and character of the grandstand and overall
setting. Together, the field and associated structures retain their historic role as a community
recreation hub and remain a focal point within North Ogden Park.

Contributing Resources

Ballfield

The baseball field, originally constructed in 1901, is oriented with home plate at the southeast
corner and the outfield extending northwest. The infield features a traditional “skinned” surface
of compacted dirt, while the outfield is grassed. Currently the field is arranged with
approximately 68 feet from base to base, a dimension smaller than current MLB regulation® but
aligned with its current use for youth and community leagues.? The distance from home plate to
the outfield fence is approximately 293 feet at center field. According to historic news articles,
the field was initially regulation-size back in 1901,% but farm league regulation size had more
variation than current Major League Baseball field regulations. One baseball historian writes:

The lay-out of the vintage field is not so different from modern fields in dimensions, but
there are some important distinctions. Bases are placed 30 paces (75 feet for men, 60 feet
for ladies) apart. Games are usually played on grass, without any dirt cut-outs between

! Major League Baseball (MLB) field dimensions are identified in their Field Dimensions” guidelines on their

website (Major League Baseball, Field Dimensions | Glossary,” accessed November 6, 2025,
https://www.mlb.com/glossary/rules/field-dimensions)

2 As of November 6, 2025, the North Ogden City Parks and Recreation Department has 5th/6th grade and Junior
High baseball playing at North Ogden Park identified as practicing at North Ogden Park (North Ogden City Parks &

Recreation, Recreation Programs,” accessed November 6, 2025,

https://www.northogdencity.com/departments/parks _and_recreation/recreation_programs/index.php#collapse2050b
0)
3 Machovsky, “North Ogden Baseball Stadium.”
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the bases. The hurler's position is a 12-foot line drawn with chalk or flour, perpendicular
to and 45 feet from home (36 feet for ladies.) There is a similar line of 6 feet drawn
through home base. If practical, a chalk or flour line is drawn between home and first
base and home and third base to help delineate the foul lines. There is only one umpire
and he normally stands in foul territory about 10 feet from home plate. *

Early baseball games were not played on perfectly manicured grass and diamonds with exact 90
feet between bases. Irregularities in the field often resulted in the distance between bases often

varied from season to season as changes in the rules altered the placement of the bases on the

infield diamond.”® Given the slight adjustments to field dimensions over the course of baseball s
development, and the reality that landscapes are, by nature, temporal, these changes do not
impact the field s historic integrity. As the sport has developed, it has consistently been played

on this field in North Ogden, reflecting the specific dimensions required in its day, as it does
today.

The playing field is enclosed with chain-link fencing, including a backstop that extends upward
from the grandstand and dugout area. Additional fencing runs along the first- and third-base lines
and around the outfield perimeter. The field is equipped with tall light standards for evening play
and a freestanding electronic scoreboard located in the outfield. Concrete retaining walls at the
northeast and southwest edges help manage grade changes between the diamond and surrounding
park grounds (photo 23).

The addition of these modern elements has made only a minor impact on the historic integrity
and authenticity of the site. The field still retains its historic orientation and views, with the
grandstand as the primary feature anchoring the ballpark.

Grandstand

The grandstand, which was constructed 1936-1937, is composed of two sections: a primary east—
west section measuring approximately 60 feet by 28 feet, and a smaller angled section at 45
degrees to the northeast measuring approximately 28 feet by 28 feet. The structure is positioned
directly behind home plate, facing north and northwest, with the primary section extending along
the third base line (to the west), providing a central view of the baseball diamond (photos 01, 02,
20).

The grandstand is constructed primarily of wood dimensional lumber on concrete piers. The roof
form is an asymmetrical gable rising approximately 40 feet to the peak, with a steeper pitch on
the front-side and a lower pitch on the back-side of the grandstand. sloping slightly to the rear. It

4 Roots & Routes Historical Research. BB links.” Accessed November 6, 2025.
http://www.rootsandroutes.net/bblinks.htm
® Tom Shieber, The Evolution of the Baseball Diamond: Perfection Came Slowly,” SABR Journal, September 13,

1994, accessed September 14, 2022, https://sabr.org/journal/article/the-evolution-of-the-baseball-diamond-
perfection-came-slowly
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is covered with modern asphalt shingles (likely a late-20th century replacement) (photo 02 and
06). The roof is supported by a system of square wooden posts approximately 30-feet tall and
diagonal braces. The roof framing incorporates exposed timber trusses with paired diagonal
struts supporting the rafters and purlins, which are visible throughout the seating area. This
structural system creates a rhythm of bays that divide the grandstand evenly into approximately
12-foot-wide bays, providing both support and a sense of enclosure (photos 10, 11, 12, 13). The
posts supporting the front of the structure are steel resting on a two-foot high concrete stem-wall,
with a steel beam along the front length of the grandstand and covered with a full-height chain-
link fence—Ilikely a replacement for original wood posts and chicken wire (photo 20). In the
mid-2000s the City seismically retrofitted the grandstand with braces which are visible today on
the underside of the grandstands (photo 08).

The seating consists of eleven tiers of wood plank bleachers, with aluminum planking used on
the uppermost seating surfaces, likely a mid-to-late 20th century modification (photo 11). The
original wood seating and risers remain visible below. Access to the grandstand is provided by
open staircases at the west and northeast ends, and approximately midway through the structure.

The northeast section of under-bleacher space is a partially enclosed concession area that is now
used for storage (photos 21, 22). The original siding and concession window are covered by
vertical, corrugated aluminum siding (photo 07). The roof framing and all support posts are
painted dark green, though historic photographs indicate the grandstand may have originally
been painted a lighter color, possibly white. Weathering and wear on the paint and wood seating
surfaces are consistent with decades of use.

Overall, the structure is a representative example of early- to mid-20th century wooden ballpark
architecture, distinguished by its heavy timber roof trusses, angled seating layout, and utilitarian
yet enduring construction. Despite alterations such as modern fencing, roofing, and aluminum
seating planks, the grandstand retains a high degree of historic integrity in its form, materials,
and setting.

Non-contributing Resources

Announcer’s Booth

The announcer’s booth is located directly north of the grandstand, between the grandstand and
the first-base dugout, oriented toward the field (photo 17). The structure measures approximately
10 feet by 10 feet and rises two stories, capped by a low pyramidal roof. The lower portion of the
walls is constructed of a concrete stem wall, while the upper walls are clad in red brick veneer.
The ground level includes a wide service opening with a roll-up door, likely used for equipment
storage, while the second level features a large window facing the field for game-day operations.
An exterior metal staircase along the east elevation provides access to a second-story door.

While the City does not have information on the Announcer s Booth construction date, the

materials and style suggest it was built in the 1980s, placing it out of the period of significance
and therefore non-contributing.

Pavilion
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A pavilion stands just north east of the tennis courts, with a plaque marking 2002 as the date it
was donated and most likely constructed.® The City of North Ogden has a record of an earlier
pavilion being constructed where the current pavilion now stands, in 1960.” A historic
photograph of Norman J Shaw (1924-2018) shows him throwing a baseball on a sand/gravel
badminton court (roughly where the tennis court now stands) with the grandstand and another
pavilion shown in the background (see research materials). The style of dress and photograph, as
well as the youthful Norman Shaw (teenage) shown indicate that the photo would be from the
1940s. Thus, we can assume that a pavilion from the 1940s (or earlier), as well as one
constructed in the 1960s existed in a similar location to the one that stands there today. However,
the construction date of 2002 places this current pavilion out of the period of significance and
therefore non-contributing.

Dugouts

Two dugouts are located along the first- and third-base lines, each measuring approximately 10
feet deep by 30 feet long and set on poured-concrete slab foundations. Both feature low shed
roofs, approximately 12 feet high at the front and sloping down to about eight feet at the rear.
The sides and rear walls are fully enclosed with vertical wood plank siding, while the front
elevations are open and secured with chain-link fencing. The interiors contain simple bench

seating along the rear wall. The dugouts exteriors are painted to match the dark green of the

grandstand, creating a visual continuity between the field structures. The interior of the dugouts
IS white, similar to the painting of the pavilion by the tennis courts.

While the dugouts construction dates are unknown, it is known that the current roofs were added

in the early 2010s. The style of construction is nearly identical to the pavilion, which was
constructed in 2002, suggesting that the dugouts may have been built at the same time as the
existing pavilion. Because there were constructed outside the period of significance, the dugouts
are non-contributing structures.

Tennis Court
The tennis courts are surrounded by concrete retaining walls on all four sides, and are
constructed from standard, modern tennis court materials (photo 23). While the city does not

have a record of the tennis court s construction,® the retaining walls give us some information.

The south-west dugout foundation is poured above the retaining wall between the field and the
walkway separating the tennis courts (photo 26). Based on this, it appears likely that all retaining
walls on the site were added at around the same-time (which pre-dates the dugouts/pavilion).
Based on the condition/appearance of the concrete, it appears to be between 30-40 years old,
dating to the 1980s or 1990s.

6 Plaque reads: Donated by North Ogden Civic League, 2002, 45 Years of Service to the Community of North
Ogden.”

! Tyler Nicotera, email to author, October 1, 2025, subject line Ogden Park Tennis Court and Pavilion Construction
Dates.”

8 Tyler Nicotera, email to author, October 1, 2025, subject line Ogden Park Tennis Court and Pavilion
Construction Dates.”
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Of note, it appears that historically, this site has been used for racket sports based on a
photograph of a young Norman J Shaw (1924-2018) showing him throwing a baseball
(referenced above, see research materials) on a sand/gravel badminton court, located in roughly
the same location as the tennis courts now are, relative to the historic pavilion and grandstand.
The style of dress and photograph, as well as the youthful Norman Shaw shown, indicate that the
photo would be from the early 1940s. Despite some similarities to its historic use, the
replacement of badminton with tennis, and the addition of court material and retaining walls after
the period of significance, makes this site non-contributing as well.

Historic Inteqgrity

The North Ogden Baseball Field and Grandstand retain a high degree of historic integrity,
reflecting their significance as a community recreation site and WPA-era public works project. In
1901 the ballfield was graded for baseball, which it continues to be used for today, alongside the
grandstand which continues to be used for community events and watching baseball.

The property’s integrity is evident across the seven aspects recognized by the National Register:

Location: The grandstand, baseball field, and associated structures remain in their original
locations within North Ogden Park. The orientation of the diamond and placement of the
grandstand are unchanged. Modern additions, including lighting and fencing, do not affect the
historic location. The field has remained in the same location since 1901, with the only potential
changes being the length of baselines reflecting possible changes in regulation distances for
Farm Bureau League as opposed to recreational baseball teams over the years.

Design: The site retains its original spatial organization and recreational design. Some changes
have occurred since 1901, such as when, from 1936 to 1937, WPA workers removed 40-year old
trees® and planted new ones along the edges of the ballfield, and added a sprinkler system and
shale sidewalks leading up to the grandstand and ballfield.*° These alterations did not
significantly alter the field’s design, however. The addition of lights and scoreboard similarly do
not alter the design and spatial organization of the ballfield. Additionally, the grandstand’s
timber roof trusses, asymmetrical gable roof, and tiered seating remain intact. Alterations such as
aluminum seating, modern roofing, and chain-link fencing are functional updates that do not
obscure the original design.

As mentioned above, any adjustments to exact baseline length are consistent with the
development of the sport of baseball and the requirements for different classes of baseball (for
example, recreational vs professional). The field has continuously been used for baseball,
adjusting locations of bases as required over time, but retaining its integrity overall as an historic
ballfield..

% Crews Remove Old Landmark,” Ogden Standard-Examiner (Ogden, UT), November 29,

1936. https://universityofutah.newspapers.com/image/596713753/

10 work Speeded On North Ogden Park,” Ogden Standard-Examiner (Ogden, UT), April 4, 1937.
https://www.newspapers.com/image/596680166/
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Setting: The ballfield and grandstand continue to have a parkland context within a residential
neighborhood. Mature trees, open play areas, and proximity to the school preserve the historic
recreational setting. Modern interventions are visually compatible and do not dominate the
landscape.

Materials: Original materials, including wood posts, timber trusses, bleachers, and concrete
piers, remain visible and largely intact. Replacement materials, including asphalt shingles, steel
posts, and aluminum seating, maintain functionality without compromising historic character.
The baseball field is still a skinned field with a grassy outfield, similar to what it would have
been in the farm league days (photo 01).

Workmanship: The grandstand’s heavy timber framing, diagonal bracing, and bay rhythm
reflect skilled construction methods. Later minor retrofits, such as seismic bracing, are functional
but do not obscure original craftsmanship.

Feeling: The site continues to convey the historic sense of a mid-20th-century community
ballpark. The grandstand, diamond layout, and surrounding open space evoke the recreational
and social activities historically associated with the property.

Association: The ballfields and grandstand maintain a strong link to North Ogden’s community
recreation history. Continued use for organized sports preserves the property’s historic function
and social significance.

Impacts on Integrity: Minor alterations, including lighting, fencing, aluminum bleachers, and
seismic retrofits, are primarily functional and do not compromise the property’s overall historic
character. The essential aspects of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association remain intact, ensuring the site continues to maintain its historic significance.

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x™ in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register
listing.)

X A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

X C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
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individual distinction.

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark x” in all the boxes that apply.)

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

B. Removed from its original location

C. A Dbirthplace or grave

D. A cemetery

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure

F. A commemorative property

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions.)
ARCHITECTURE
ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
1901 - 1975

Significant Dates

1901
1932
1936-1937

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A
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Architect/Builder
Unknown - Built by a WPA crew

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any
applicable criteria considerations.)

The North Ogden Baseball Field, in North Ogden, Weber County, was built in 1901, and the
existing Grandstand was built between 1936 and 1937. The ballfield and grandstand are locally
significant under Criterion A in the Area of Entertainment/Recreation, due to their association
with the development of baseball in Northern Utah. They are locally significant under Criterion
A in the Area of Social History due to their connection to the WPA program, and the North
Ogden Cherry Days. The North Ogden Cherry Days is a significant community event celebrating
the cherry harvest, and has occurred in North Ogden since 1932. The Grandstand is also locally

significant under Criterion C in the Area of Architecture as Weber County s only remaining

grandstand from its era, exemplifying the handiwork of WPA workers in the mid-1930s. The
current grandstand replaced the original one which had been constructed with the rest of the
baseball park back in 1901, but which was destroyed by wind in 1910. Recreational community
baseball/softball, as well as the annual Cherry Days festival continue to be held on the site and
remain an important part of North Ogden City. The period of significance is 1901, when the
ballfield was first constructed, to 1975, or fifty years ago, as the resources are still currently
utilized for historic uses. The field and grandstand both retain good historic integrity.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of
significance.)

Criterion A: Entertainment/Recreation

Development of Baseball in Northern Utah

The ballfield and grandstand are significant under Criterion A for entertainment/recreation given
its meaningful and ongoing connection to the development of baseball in northern Utah. The
field where the grandstand now stands, has been used for baseball since 1901 (at the latest).
Nathaniel Montgomery, with the backing of George Dean, Scott Campbell, and Joseph Barker
purchased the land from Orson Shaw for use as a baseball field in 1893, the same year that the
first North Ogden Baseball team was formed.! When built in 1901, the baseball field in North
Ogden Park was “one of the most modern and functional baseball parks in Northern Utah [...]
with a regulation-sized diamond, along with a grandstand that had a seating capacity to hold
large crowds.”*?

1 Josh Machovsky, “North Ogden Baseball Stadium.” N.d.
12 Machovsky, “North Ogden Baseball Stadium.”
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Baseball was one of the first team activities adopted by pioneers in Utah, and the state helped to
pioneer athletic programs throughout the west, making it, from the beginning, a significant sport
for residents.® Statewide championships were held in Utah as early as 1866, just 27 years after
baseball originated in Cooperstown, NY.* Weber County had several baseball teams as early as
1868, and the sport captured the attention of many in Weber County. This was evidenced in the
crowds, who, before the days of radio and television, would travel to Ogden to catch the play-by-
play of the World Series games displayed on a large field replica.'®

The original North Ogden grandstand blew over during a storm in 1910, the same year that the
North Ogden Baseball team won their first championship, indicating that the mishap had not
dampened enthusiasm for the sport. Built just a year after the National Register-listed Richmond
City Grandstand and Baseball Field (NRIS #04001130), the existing WPA-era grandstand was
constructed during the heyday of baseball in Northern Utah during the mid-20th century, when
communities all across Northern Utah had baseball grandstands and teams.

In 1942, the Farm League was discontinued because of World War 11.17 After the war ended in
1945, baseball continued to be played on the field, but shifted to a recreational focus. Today, the
park hosts recreational baseball.

The North Ogden Baseball Field and Grandstand clearly connect back to the history of the
sport s development in the state, and continue to advance the sport while connecting back to its
history in Utah.

Criterion A: Social History

Cherry Days
The ballfield and grandstand are also significant under Criterion A for social history given their

longstanding connection to North Ogden s Cherry Days festival. First established in 1932, the

North Ogden Cherry Days celebrate the abundance of the local cherry harvest, bringing the
community together consistently, in both the most plentiful and in limited cherry harvests.*®
Traditionally, the celebration has included a parade, which terminates at the ballfield and
grandstand where concessions, booths, contests and baseball games are held.® Cherry Days
continues to be an important event in North Ogden, drawing hundreds of visitors each year to the
North Ogden Grandstand and ballfield.?°

13 Weber County Chapter of the Daughters of Utah Pioneers. Beneath Ben Lomond’s Peak. 134

14 Weber County Chapter of the Daughters of Utah Pioneers. Beneath Ben Lomond’s Peak. 134

1% ibid.

16 Machovsky, “North Ogden Baseball Stadium.”

7 Roberts and Sadler, A History of Weber County

18 Cherry Shortage Won t Prevent North Ogden Féte.” Ogden Standard-Examiner (Ogden, Utah). May 25, 1950.
https://universityofutah.newspapers.com/image/598611337/

19 North Ogden Historical Museum, North Ogden, Images of America (Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 2010).

20 Rick Egan, “Utahns Eat Up This Yummy July Fourth Celebration — With Cherries on Top,” The Salt Lake
Tribune, July 4, 2022, https://www.sltrib.com/news/2022/07/04/utahns-eat-up-this-yummy-july/
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After the initial grandstand blew over in a windstorm in 1910, the importance of such a structure
on the site for the Cherry Days festivities became more and more apparent. In June 1936, just 2
years after incorporating as a town, the annual (to this day) North Ogden Cherry Days event was
cancelled due to lack of sufficient facilities, citing the wind-damaged and dangerous grandstand
structure. One 1936 newspaper stated, “The improvement is desired by North Ogden residents
not only to provide better facilities for sports and other contests, but as a suitable site for staging
the annual Cherry day celebration of the town, sponsors point out.”?! In 1937, the summer the
grandstand was finished, the town was able to revive the event. A May 1937 newspaper article

notes: The festival has been postponed for the past two years because of lack of facilities.

Completion of the new school building and erection of a new park grandstand enables the town,
now, to entertain a capacity crowd.”?? This indicates just how important the grandstand has been
as a venue for this event from the beginning.

Newspaper clippings throughout the period of significance consistently reference baseball games
as being a key component of the day.? Additionally, in 1968, a rip-roaring Little Buck-a-Roo
Rodeo Friday and Saturday night packed the grandstand and spilled late-comers onto grass

surrounding the arena,”?* indicating both the popularity of the event and that the grandstand and
ballfield was a central venue beyond baseball.

Since the inception of this annual community celebration, the North Ogden Baseball Field and
Grandstand have played a critical role hosting events and games, and bringing the community
together.

Association with the WPA and the Great Depression in Utah
The ball field and grandstand are also significant under Criterion A: Social History for their
connection to the WPA and the Great Depression in Utah.

The state of Utah suffered particularly as a result of the Great Depression, according to the
Richmond City Grandstand and Baseball Field National Register of Historic Places Nomination:

Utah was among the states hit hardest by the Great Depression of the late 1920s and early

21 \Work to Start on Betterment of Town Park.” Ogden Standard-Examiner (Ogden, Utah).
November 18, 1936. https://www.newspapers.com/image/596699462/.
22 North Ogden Will Revive Cherry Event.” Ogden Standard-Examiner (Ogden, Utah). May

17, 1937. https://universityofutah.newspapers.com/image/596888759/
2 Cherry-Famous North Ogden Popular Residential Area.” Ogden Standard-Examiner (Ogden, Utah). Feb 19,
1950. https://universityofutah.newspapers.com/image/598509919/; Two Compete for Queen in North Ogden.”
Ogden Standard-Examiner (Ogden, Utah). Jun 26, 1949.
https://universityofutah.newspapers.com/image/598901977/; N Ogden Lays July 4th Plans.” Ogden Standard-
Examiner (Ogden, Utah). Jul 01, 1968. https://universityofutah.newspapers.com/image/596887835/
24 crowns, Honors Given to Winners to End Annual Cherry Day Festival.” Ogden
Standard-Examiner (Ogden, Utah). July 2, 1962. https://www.newspapers.com/image/600283493
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1930s. By 1933, Utah s unemployment rate was 35.8 percent; the fourth highest in the

nation, and 32 percent of the population was receiving government relief funds. On May
12, 1933, the Federal Emergency Relief Act (FERA) was approved and a sum of $500
million was made available to state agencies for relief.?

The Works Progress Administration (WPA) was created by an executive order in April of
1935.26

In Utah, the WPA dates back to July 1935 when the Regional Conference of the WPA began the
process of organizing the 11 western states into a functional part of the program.?’ The regional
WPA headquarters was established in Salt Lake City, around 45 miles south of North Ogden,
and remained there until February of 1939. Interestingly, there were 32% more workers on WPA
projects in Utah than the national average and the program operated with ease in the state, likely
a result of the fact that the State Welfare Director, Mr. Darrell J. Greenwell, also held the
position of WPA administrator.?® Within Utah, WPA projects included a wide range of work,
including post offices, schools, bridges, parks, city halls, and roads.?® The WPA in Utah worked
on 161 playgrounds and athletic fields (both new and improvement projects) cumulatively
through June 30, 1942.%°

North Ogden received WPA funding for construction of the new grandstand in the spring of
1936, two years after Leeroy Snooks (of the North Ogden Social and Parks Association)
provided a quit claim deed of the baseball field lot to the town. In June of 1936 the town began a
funding campaign to raise the remaining $1,000, which the town was required to provide. In
October, the town was still working on fundraising and waiting for a surplus of unemployed
workers on the relief roles in order to begin work. Work began in November of 1936, first by
removing several 40-year-old trees and dismantling the wreckage of the old grandstand. In
February of 1937 the construction began, with lumber arriving and concrete footings being
poured. On June 9, 1937, the painting was complete and the grandstand was finished.

Criterion C: Significance of Architecture

WPA-era Grandstand

Today, the North Ogden Grandstand is the only WPA-era grandstand in Weber County. It is also
a rare standing example of WPA-era grandstand design in Utah. The North Ogden Grandstand
has a straightforward structural design which balances durability with economy, reflecting values
of the WPA program.

25 UDSH Staff, Richmond City Grandstand & Baseball Field (National Register of Historic Places Nomination, No.
04001130), Utah State Historical Society / Utah Division of State History, listed April 29, 2005, accessed September
19, 2025, https://collections.lib.utah.edu/ark:/87278/s6tx7411/1218918

2% Larry H. Malmgren, A History of the WPA in Utah, Master's Thesis, (Logan, Utah: Utah State University,
1965),18

27 Malmgren, A History of the WPA in Utah, 70

28 Ibid, 117

29 Sites, The Living New Deal, accessed November 4, 2025, https://livingnewdeal.org/sites

30 Malmgren, A History of the WPA in Utah, 80
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The design of the North Ogden grandstand is very similar to that of the Richmond grandstand,
which was built the following year. While there was not a specific WPA-sanctioned design for
baseball grandstands, the similarities between these contemporary structures suggest that the
style was common in that era in Utah. The simple materials of wood with concrete footings and
man-powered construction methods are consistent with the constraints faced by the WPA. While
trained on the job, WPA workers were men who needed employment, not necessarily craftsmen
by trade (with the exception of certain supervisors with technical training).3! The grandstand
stands as an enduring example of what these workers were capable of.
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Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates

Sections 1-11 page 19


https://sabr.org/journal/article/the-evolution-of-the-baseball-diamond-perfection-came-slowly/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://tht.fangraphs.com/vintage-base-ball-bringing-the-games-past-to-the-present/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://tht.fangraphs.com/vintage-base-ball-bringing-the-games-past-to-the-present/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10900 OMB Control No. 10240018
North Ogden Baseball Field and Grandstand Weber County, Utah
Name of Property County and State

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1. Latitude: 41.30915 Longitude: 111.966041
2. Latitude: Longitude:

3. Latitude: Longitude:

4. Latitude: Longitude:

Or

UTM References
Datum (indicated on USGS map):

NAD 1927 or NAD 1983
1. Zone: Easting: Northing:
2. Zone: Easting: Northing:
3. Zone: Easting: Northing:
4. Zone: Easting: Northing:

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

All of Block 23, Plat A, North Ogden Survey, Weber County, Utah. Together with North 1/2
of vacated 2700 North Street Abutting on south and west 1/2 of vacated 500 East Street
abutting on the East (1419-326). See boundary map for details.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

This parcel is a distinct parcel within the larger North Ogden City Park. Additionally, this
parcel is comprised of the historic baseball field and the grandstand, along with the other
noted structures.
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11. Form Prepared By

name/title: Shalae Larsen, Emma Bevevino, Lauren Colunga
organization: lo LandArch

street & number: 795 24th Street

city or town: Ogden state: Utah zip code: 84401

e-mail: shalae@iolandarch.com

telephone: 801.505-6601

date: January 15, 2026

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

e Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's
location.

Photo Key
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Exterior photo key.
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Interior photo key.
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e Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources. Key all photographs to this map.

e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)
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Photographs

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to
the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer,

photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn t need to be labeled on
every photograph.

Photo Log

Name of Property: North Ogden Baseball and Grandstand
City or Vicinity: North Ogden City

County: Weber County

State: Utah

Photographer: Shalae Larsen

Date Photographed: July 31, 2025

View of the ballfield, grandstand, dugouts, and announcers booth, facing southeast.
Photo 1 of 26
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View of the ballfield from behind third base, facing the announcers booth and showing
mountains in the background, facing east.
Photo 2 of 26
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South elevation of the grandstand, showing storage area and the underside of the grandstand
where concessions are sold, facing north.
Photo 3 of 26
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View looking towards the grandstand and announcers booth from behind the first base dugout
(non-contributing), facing southwest.
Photo 4 of 26
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View of the grandstand east elevation and announcers booth (non-contributing) facing west.
Photo 5 of 26
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Northeast elevation of the grandstand, showing fencing blocking entrance to the field, facing
southwest.
Photo 6 of 26
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South and east elevation of the grandstand, showing storage area and the underside of the
grandstand where concessions are sold, facing northwest.
Photo 7 of 26
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South and west elevations of the grandstand, angled towards third base, showing the stair
structure and electrical box, facing northeast.
Photo 8 of 26
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View showing the third base dugout (non-contributing), pathway to the grandstand, and fencing
along the baseball field, facing east.
Photo 9 of 26
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View into the interior of the grandstand showing wooden stadium seating with aluminum steps,
facing southeast.
Photo 10 of 26
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View into the interior of the grandstand showing wooden stadium seating with aluminum, and
wooden trusses, facing east.
Photo 11 of 26
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View into the interior of the grandstand showing stadium seating, cement front pathway, white
roof, and green cross beams, taken from the end of the grandstand, facing northwest.
Photo 12 of 26
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View into the interior of the grandstand showing stadium seating with fencing at the top of the
seating, facing southwest.
Photo 13 of 26
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View of the seating structure, showing three boards beneath the first seat and two beneath the
following seats, facing south, away from the baseball field.
Photo 14 of 26
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View of the stairs on the left wing of the grandstand, with a white metal railing in the center,
facing south.
Photo 15 of 26
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View of the third base dugout (non-contributing) from the ballfield, showing a single bench and
interior, facing south.
Photo 16 of 26
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West elevation of the announcers booth (non-contributing) from the first-home base line, facing
east.
Photo 17 of 26
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West elevation of the first base dugout (non-contributing) showing one bench and concrete steps
leading down to it from the park beyond, facing east.
Photo 18 of 26
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View of the interior of the third base dugout showing concrete footings and floor, chain link
fence, and similar construction to the pavilion by the tennis court, facing southwest.
Photo 19 of 26
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View from inside the grandstand towards first base and the mountains beyond, showing the
protective chain link fence, facing north.
Photo 20 of 26
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View of storage space underneath the right wing of the stadium, facing northeast.
Photo 21 of 26
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View of storage space underneath the right wing of the stadium, facing southwest.
Photo 22 of 26
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View from the southwest corner of the tennis courts (non-contributing) looking northeast
towards the ballfield and grandstands, with the pavilion in the background.
Photo 23 of 26
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View of retaining walls (non-contributing) looking east towards the grandstand with the ballfield
on the left and the tennis courts on the right.
Photo 24 of 26
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View of the pavilion (non-contributing), built in 2002, looking northeast towards the grandstand.
Photo 25 of 26
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View of the concrete footings for the dugouts poured over the concrete retaining wall.
Photo 26 of 26

Property Owner information:

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

Name: Tyler Nicotera

Address: 505 E 2600 N

City or Town: North Ogden City State: Utah Zip code: 84414
Telephone/email:_tnicotera@northogdencity.gov | 801-940-1948

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for nominations to the National Register of Historic
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460
et seq.). We may not conduct or sponsor and you are not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a
currently valid OMB control number.

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for each response using this form is estimated to be between the Tier 1
and Tier 4 levels with the estimate of the time for each tier as follows:

Tier 1 — 60-100 hours
Tier 2 — 120 hours
Tier 3 — 230 hours
Tier 4 — 280 hours

The above estimates include time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and preparing and transmitting

nominations. Send comments regarding these estimates or any other aspect of the requirement(s) to the Service Information
Collection Clearance Officer, National Park Service, 1201 Oakridge Drive Fort Collins, CO 80525.
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